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THE 

TEST I MONT 

Of a Number of \ 

New Yji<iGhAi^T>-Min}Jlers \ 

Met at Boston Sept. 25. 1745* 
The ancient Faith of thele Churches ; 

InvUtng 

Others who hold it, to unite inprofefling 
and maintaining the fame ; 

Reciting and Recommending 

An excellent Act concerning P reaching 
lately made by the General Aj^embly 
of the Church .of Scotland. 



Judc iii. U was needful to write unto' you and exhort you^ that \e 
Jhould earneftly contend for THE Faith, which was once deii" 
ver^d to the Saints, 

Mat. X. 32. Who foevtr therefore fhall confefs ia"^ before Mm ^ 
him will 1 confefs alfo before my Father, which is in 
Heaven, 
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the TESTIMONY &c 




{3 it is a great Satisfadtion to us that the 
moft of us joiri'd with many worthy 
Miniftcrs in their Affcmbly met on Pur- 
pofc at Bofton^ July 7. 1743, in yielding 
l^f to the fovereign God thro* Christ 
the Glory due to his Power and Grace for 
the late extraordinary fVork of his Spirit in diverfc 
Parts of^thc Land ; in awakening Multitudes to a deep 
Concern about their eternal Salvation^ carrying on the Con* 
viilions 0/ Sin, Rigbteoufnefs and Judgment ingreatNuHh 
lers^ to fbe ifcriptural and charitable Marks of true Con- 
\trfi.ny as well as reviving the Power of GodHnefs in 
many who were accounted the regenerate Children of God 
Ufore: ™ So we yet.Tqjoycethat we have farther Oo 
caiion to Praife him for the continued Evidence of the 
Grace of Qhrift in.the moft qf thofe we arc acqua ntcd 
with, whonp from the ^larks laid down in Scripture we 
jook'd upon to be converted, and that the Livelinefs of 
Piety remains in niany. For thefk there is alfo due a 
Return of Glory to God : and in imitation. of the.pious 
Examples of the Saints in Scripture,vwe would earneftly 
call on Them,Ourfelves, and Others,to yield.it to Him. 
But as in the Prophets and Jpojlles Days, jn the later 
Pays of the Reformers in Europe^znd in all otherTimes 
of the extraordinary Influence oi the Spirit of God and 
Revival of Piety, whether of al larger or Icfs Extent ; 
they h^vc been but of a fiiortDur^tion j, the Impn.ffions 
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on many have b*en inefFrfftual to true Convcrfion, their 
Goodnefs has been l\kcEpbraim\ of old, ai the Morning 
Cloud and early Dew^ which have quickly pajs^daway ; yea, 
the DIVINE Spirit being Qighted, he has wichdrawa 
his Influence more than before, and given them up to a 
greater Blindnefs and Hardncfs than ever ; yea the mart: 
flourifhing Churches in Piety have foon loft their vigo- 
rous Love to Chrift like the Church of Epbefus^ and 
declined to fuch an hateful Lukewirmnefs of Religion, 
like that of Laodicea^ as to be on the Point of being 
utterly rejedlel :-- Sj we have in our livelyTimesbeca 
fearful of the like Dscay and IVitbdraWy and gave VVarn- 
jng of them ; and anfwerable to our Apprehenfions, 
they fecm to be awfully coming to pafs, and are to be 
deeply lamented. 

And tho* in Seafons of extraordinary Revivals^ as in 
the Apojtles and Reformers Days, there were many Dif- 
orders and Errors among profeffing Chriftians -, and no 
other couM be expeded am )ng us on the like Occafion, 
which have been opmly and rept^atedly teftitied againft 
by many of the Friends of diis Revival in diverfe Parts 
of the Land : yet upon Obfcrvation ot the ftrvcral Chur- 
ches we refpeftivcly bclonij to, we cannot but alfo teftify, 
thatDiforders and Errors have been both multiplied and 
magnified by unfriendlyRcporcers,much more than they 
really were where there were any, but in m.iny of our 
Churches there were none at all ; and the IVork of the 
Holy Spirit in our Churches, as above defcril?ed^ has 
beengrievou!ly mifreprefented and defamed, hisgenuine 
Operations overlooked or perverted, He has been denied 
€>{ his dt^f^^rved Glory for them ; but the Infirmities and 
Corruptions of Men, permitted of the righteous God as 
ufual to mingle with th.-m, hav* been reprefented as/^^ 
Work itfelf^3ind thc^n under their N.rme this divineTranf- 
aftion awfully fee at nought, as has" clf;> been ufual in 
other Revivals, to the Reproach of the World. 

Amv)ng other Abufes it has been reprelented as If 
fucb mijibiivous Errors as tbsfe vici^ prevailing among 
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the SuljeSls of thh Revival in tbefeCburcbesy\z ( i)That 
fanftitying Grace in a Miniftcris neceffary to rendtfrihc 
Adminiftration of Gofpel Ordinances valid. (2) That 
unconverted Minifters are uncapablc to be Inftrumcnts 
of converting People. (3^ That Sanftification, [i. c. as 
defcribcd in the Affembly's (horter Catechifm] is no 
Evidence of Juftification. (4) That an unconverted Man 
ought not to pray. [5J That Affurance is eflcntial to 
faving Faith, fo that whoever favingly believes is certain 
of it and not in Darkncfs or Doubt about it. [6] That 
Ihey flight the infpired Scriptures as a perfeft Rule of 
Faith and Duty. [7] That they may leave the Scrip- 
tures and follow Impulfes, Dreams & Trances. And [8] 
That Good Works are vilified or flighted by them. 
For we can find but few in our Churches and in many 
of our Churches none at all holding any of tbefe or any 
Dther Familiftical f or Antinomian \\ Errors, which 
we tefl:ify againft. But have the Pieafure to fee them 
more ftrongly bclfeving and more highly efteeming/j&tf 
Bible than ever ; that they only ftyle our good IVorks as 
the Scriptures Ao—filtby Rags, confider'd as a Rigb/e- 
cufnefs tojuftify us in.the Sight of the moft: holy God ; 
and that the Matter of their Faitb is the fame as they 
have been all along inftrufted in from the Scripture 
Truths laid down in the H^ejlminjier AJfembly^s jhorter 
Catechifm \ which has been generally received & taught 
in the Churches of 'New-England from it's firft Puhlica- 

f Famil'ijiical— From a SeSf who called thcm(c\vcs the Fami/y 
of Love : which denied theScripturc tobeaRuIcof Faithand 
Life, and that there is any Hell or Heaven but in us ; and 
held that the Regenerate do not Sin, and that Grace within 
them is Christ himfclf &c. 

II Antinomian — i.^. Againft the Law — a Se£i who deny the 
moral Law to be a Rule of Life to Believers 5 and hold 
Juftification from Eternity, that GOD fees no Sin in his 
reople, nor a01i<3s them for it, that BeJievers ttiuftnotJodfc 
at Grace within them or take any Comfort from the Evi- 
dence of It, and that Sani2ificaiion is no Evidence of Jufli- 
Apation &c, 

tion 



tion for about theft Htmdred Tears : which is thcrcfow 
$be Sjftem of Scripture Doftrine moft generally and 
clearly declarative of the Faith of the New-England 
Cburcbes \ which Doftrines arc very dear to the Subje&s 
of this Revival in our own, being made more dear by 
the happy Experience of their Power and Influence ; and .^ 
we wiQi were as dear to thofc who equally reproach their ^ 
Perfons as their Creeds and Confeflions of the glorious 
Truths of the Gofpel : and which excellent Conf^ans wfc 
arc grieved to fee even Publickly reviled among us. 

And as the Encouragers oUbis Revival^zmong whom 
we apprehend Ourfclves included, are injurioufly charged 
with departing from the ancient JFaitb of tbefeCburches ; 
and as God in his Word requires us to make a publick 
PrQfeffion of our Faiths and let the IForld know that wi 
bold it f aft continually ; as this is the Duty, Right and 
Liberty of every Cbriftian, efpccially of tvcxyMiniftert 
and we conceive no Seafon can be more fuitable than 
when we enter the Minifiry^ or are after repreftnted as 
Erroneous^ or when there are Jealoujies among the Peo- 
ple xb^t many Minifters have left the ancient Faith ; as a 
^er Profeffion of our Faith in Christ in general is no 
Declaration of what we really believe, inafmuch as ro.pie 
who profcfs Him believe Him not to be GOD, , others 
not to be Man^ fome.that He is only GOD, fome that 
He is only Man^ and it may be fome that He was only ^ 
, a meer Jpparition i * yea as a late noted Writer f ha^ 
in bis own Example fliown us, that a meer Profeffion of 
our Belief of the Scripture is no Declaration of our 
real Belief at all, inafmuch as we may believe it not tp 
be a real Hi/lory^ but a meer Allegory : Therefore wc 
cannot but judge that every Cbriftian^ and efpecially 
every Minr/ler^ ought honeftly and openly to makefiich 
a definitive Profeffion of their Faith in Christ and the 
Scripture, as the World may know what they really 
mean or would be underftood to mean thereby. And 

■ ' ' ': ; — \ — . " ' ■ . ' .J^- ' f • 

♦ A» liic Munichcos and Marcjsniteu f IFool/lfn* 
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as cur Fathers made a publick Confejion of tbiir Faith in 
their Day^ and recommended ic to us their Pofterity ; 
we cannot but judge Ourfelves as Now called both by 
God and Man, and even obliged by Thofe who write 
and fpeak againft us, to make fuch a Publick Profeffion 
of our awn Faith to the World : and in particular openly 
2Xid freely to Declare, that we have not departed from 
the ancient Faith of thefe Churches ; but heartily adhere 
to the fame ; and look upon the faid Weftminfier Affem- 
Itfsfborter Catechifm and the famous ConfeJJion of Faith 
agreed on by our venerable Synod of 1680 (which Con- 
fejion for the refrelhing ourMemory we have diligently 
read over at this Meeting) as molt valuable Summaries 
of Chriftian Doftrine, excellently expreffing the Mind 
and Will of (jod as revealed in the Holy Scriptures the 
only infallible Rule of Faith and Pfadice : and which 
Confeffion we wi(h to be reprinted and difperfed fpeedily 
for the publick Benefit, and would earneftly recommend 
both to Preachers and People, both of this and future 
Generations. 

We cannot but alfo obferve that the principal Means 
of the late Revival were the more than ordinary preaching 
vpfuch Scripture and moji important DoSrines as thefe— 
viz. The All-feeing Eye, Purity, Juftice,Truth,Power, 
Majefty and Sovereignty of God : the Spirituality,Ho- 
linefs^ Extent and Stridnefs of his Law : pur original 
Sin, Guilt, Depravity and Corruption by the Fall -, in- 
cluding a miferable Ignorance of God & Enmity againft 
Him, our predominant and conftant Bent to Sin and 
Creatures above Him, our Impotence and Averfion to 
return to Him : our innumerable and heinous adtual 
Offences ; and thereby our horrid aggravated Guilt Pol- 
lution and Odioufnefs in his Eyes: tlis dreadful and 
efficacious Wrath and Curfe upon us : the Neceffity that 
his Law (hould he fulfilled, his Juftice fatisficd,the Ho- 
nour of his Holinefs, Authority and Truth maintained 
in his Conduft towards us 5 our utter Impotence to 
help our felvcs i and our continual Hazard of being 

fcnt 
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fcnt it>to endlcfs Mifcry t theafl:onifhingDirpIaysoftf?e 
abfbluce Wifdom and Grace of God in contriving and 
providing for our Redemption : the Divinity, Media- 
tion, perfcft Holinefs, Obedience, Sacrifice, Merits, 
Satisfa6tion,Purchafe andGrace of Christ : the Nature 
andNeceflity of Regeneration to the holy Image of God 
by the fupernatural Operation of the divine Spirit ; 
with the various. Pans of his Office in enlightening our 
Minds, awakening our Confciences, wounding, break- 
ing, humbling, fubduing and changing our Hearts, in- 
fufing his faving Graces, exciting and helping us in the 
Exercife of them,' and in all Obedience, witneffing with 
our Spirits that we are the Children of God, and raifing 
his Confolations and Joys in us : the Difference between 
his faving Graces and meerly moral Virtues without 
Sanftification, whereby MxiUitudes are deceived to their 
eternal Ruin : In fpecial, the Nature and Neceffity of 
receiving Chrift, fo as to be a£tually united tp Him and 
have intirc and cverlafting Intcrefl: in Him -, to be forth- 
with juftifred by his imputed Righteoufnefs, adopted 
into the Number of the Children of God ^ intitled to all 
their Privilcdges affured in the Covenar^t of Grace, have 
Christ as dur mediatorial and vital Head of all Good, 
with his conftant dwelling &c afting by hisSpirit in us : 
and then in continual Ads of Faith deriving from Him 
frefh Supplies of fpiritual Livehnefs & Comfort, asaifo 
Light and Strength for cv^ry Duty and to carry on our 
Sandification : theNature of Golpel Obedience & Holi- 
nefs, and theirNeceffity^npt as the Matter of ourjuftifi- 
cation, but as the Fruit and Evidence of juftifyingFaith, 
and to glorify God and enjoy. Him the principal End 
both of our Creation and Redemption : and Mftly, the 
Sovereignty of the Grace of God in this whole Tranf- 
adion, from its Original in the Decree of Eledion to its 
Confummation in Glory. ' 

And as the more than ordinary Preaching up tbefe great 
Truths of revealM Religion and expermicntal Piety^ 
being the fame which were fo fucceJt>tully preached by 

the 
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the firft found and picus Fathers o( New England^ have 
hten the principal Means of the late Revival \ we are 
forry to fee, that under the Name of New Light y many 
of the Preachers of thcfe moft important Truths, and 
efpecially thofe which concern the Office and Operation 
of the Spirit of Grace in bringing loft and perifhing 
Souls to Chrift, are by many run down and ridicul'd ; 
as thofe our pious Forefathers were in their Day, under 
the fame or alike reproachful Terms, by many on the 
other Side of the Water ; and they v/ho Preach ihtjame 
Truths of the Gofpel and experimental Piety as thofe 
great Divines, Hooker^ Cotton^ Sbepard, Goodwin^Owen^ 
Flavel^ the Mathers^ JVillard^ Stoddard^ are reprefented 
by fome as New Lights Enthujiajlical or Antinomian 
Preachers : whereby the awful Danger grows of banifh- 
ing even xhtFaitb of the gloriousOffice of that divine 
Agent in the Workof Conviftion,Converfion,Sanfti- 
fication and Comfort, firft out of our Pulpits, and thea 
out of the Land. Yea, to fo deplorable a Pafs have 
fome Traducers of this Revival brought us, that if any 
of the young Generation begin to leave ofFtheirCurflng, 
Swearing, immoderate Drinking,obfcencDifcourfe,grow 
concerned for their Souls^and repair to the Word ; they 
are immediately branded and vilified by their vainCom- 
panions with the Name of New-Lights^ and Efforts are 
made to laugh them out of their fcrious Concern for 
their Souls and Eternity -, which we fear has been th(8 
ruinous Cafe of many. 

in fuch an awful Scituation of Things as this, we 
cannot but apprehend that the Divine Head of the 
Church now loudly calls «j, and all ethers whoferioufly 
believe & are deeply concerned for thofe great Truths of 
theGofpelzs colledcd in the abovcfaid CatecbiJmSc Con* 
ffffion of Faith^mth the Intereft of vital Piety •, — with- 
out impofing in the leaft on Others, or aflbming any Au- 
thority over theConfcience of any, which we utterly abhor 
as direftly contrary ro the veryNature of Religion itfelf; 
-- STtf u?ute our Refolutions & Endeavour s^ by all ptoj^^cc 

B Means 
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Means confident withLiberty of Confcicnce,to maintairr/ 
encourage and promote the fame. 

And as in iht: do£frinal Truths of theGofpel, thtNew 
England Churches have always happily agreed with the 
reformed and renowned Church of Scotland \ we cannot 
but on this Occafion teftify our high and heartyAppro* 
bation of the doSrinal Part of that excellenc & famous 
Act of their General Affembly concerning Preaching 
made in 1736 -, which is as follows — 

* VII. ACT concerning Preaching. 

* Edinburgh, May 21. 1736. Seff. 8. 

*^f^T^HE General Jffembly being moved with Zeal for 
X * ^be Honour of God and our Lordjefus Cbrifi^ 

* efpecially at a Time when the Chrijlian Revelation is 

* openly impugned^ ^wriInfidelity,Dcifnl, tf»rf other Errors 
^ do fo much prevail : They do hereby recommend to all 

* Minifters /j»<i Preachers, ferioujfy to confideriS obferve 

* the Direglory of this Church concerning thePreaching of 
^ tbe^ordywhicb is approven by theGeneral Affembly 1 645: 
•' Jndin particular^ that they be careful to warn their 

* Hearers agoing any Thing tending to Atheifm, (i) 
*" Deifm ("2), AriamfmY3), Socinianifm ("4.^, Arminia- 

* nifm (5^, Bourignianiun f 6), Popery (7), Superftition^ 

* f 8),Antiiiomianifinf9),|j^f any otherfirrors : & that in 

* their Sermons they injtjl frequently upon theTruth, Neceffity 

* and Excellency of Jupematural Revelation ; the fupr erne 
^ Deity of the Son £2? HolyGhost as well as of the¥ a-- 

* THER ", together with the Oncnefs of theGooHE AD,^»r 

* finfuland loft EJlate by Nature^ the Neceffuy of fuper- 

* naturalGrace^and of Faith intheRigbteoufnefs of thrifts 

* without which the beft IVbrks cannot pleafe God : and 

* that they make it the great Scope of their Sermons^to lead 
*. Sinners from a Covenant of Works to ^ Covenant of 

* Gnccfor Life and Salvation^ and from Sin and Self to 

* precious Christ. 

U See the Ex^liMion qI thcfe Terms in the ApPENDix. 

Jnd 
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* Jnd the General Jffmbly recommends to all who 
^ Preach the Go/pel^ when they handle the Dolirines of 

* God*s redeeming Leve^ and af hh free Grace in the 

* Juliification and Salvation. of ^Sinners^ the Blffftngs of 

* the Redeemer's Purcbafe^ a^d Privi ledges ofjhe Ji^w 
' and better Covenant \ to Jiudy to manage thefe Suhje{fs^ 
^ fo asto lead their Hearers to a» Ahborenre of Sin^ fb^ 

* Love of God and our Neighbours^ and tjbe PraUi^e of 

* untverfal Holinefs ; /v/^g- it is one great End of.fhe 
^ Go/pel, to dfftroy the IVoris <?/" the Devil, and to f each 
^ Men to live fn her hy rtghteoujly and godly in this frefent 

* IVorld. Upon which Account, it is incumbent Qn all.wKo 

* preach the Gofpel, to infili not only on the Necejffity .and 

* Excellency of faith in J ejus Chriji for .S^alvation^ -iut 

* alfo upon the Neccjfuy of Repentance for Sin, and Re for- 
■* mation frojn it \ and to prefs the PraSlice of all moral 

* Duiies^ both with refpe5} to the firfi andj^cQnd J able of 

* she Law, as indifpcnfably necefjary^ in Okedience to 
^ God^s Command^ to teflify our Gratitude to Him, . to 

* evidence thejincerity of our Faith, and fir the Benefit of 
"• humane Society, the adorning the Proffftsn of Religion^ 
f and making us meet for eternal Life, Jeeing is;ithoue 
^ Holinefs no Man can fee the Lord. 

* And the /Jfjembly do ferioufly recommend to all Mini- 

* ftcrs and Preachers of the Gofpcl, that in prrffing moral 
*: Duties, or Obedience to the Law, they fhew the Nature 

* and Excellency of Gofpel Holme fs, and enforce Confor- 
, * nvty^ to the moral Law both in Heart and Life, notfro^ 
^ PH^ciples of Reafon only^ lut alfo and more efpecially 
^ of k(vjlati(ii^. And, in order to attain thereto^ it is 
^ neceffaxy to fhew Men the Corruption and 'Depravity cf 

* humane^ature ly tbeir Fall in Adam, their natural 
. * Impotence for andAverJion 4a what is fpiritually Good^ 

. * and to leaUhemto the true ajnd only Source of all , Grace 
J^ and Holirie/s, -vjzr^Unipn w^^^ byfheVio^^ 

^ Spirit's worki'ng.^m^iinus, and rerewivg us more 
^ and more after the Image^ of God : And to let jhejr 
,^ Hearers know that they muft firll k,^ gr.-ifted'in^ 
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* Cbriji as their Root, before their Fruit can he favoury 

* unto God ; that they muji have a new Principle to ani^ 

* mate, and a new End to direSl them.before their Aaions 

* become gracious and acceptable in the Sight of God : 

* And that they teach them the Necejftty of living by Faith 
on the Son ofGod^ in a conftant Looking to and Depen-- 

* dance on Him, as the great ^ Author of all gracious In- 

* fluences^for thePerformance cfevsryDuty : Andwitbal^ 

* that after their beft Performances and Attainments, they 

* muJl count them but Lofs and Dung in Point ofJuStifi' 

* cation before God ; and make it their great Defire only 

* to be found in'ChriSf and his Rigbteoufnefs. 

* And that Minifters, /» /i&^ Application of their Ser- 

* mons, do endeavour rightly to divide the Word of Truths 

* fpeaking di§tin5Ily to fuch various Cafes of the Converted 

* and Unconverted, as arife natively from the Subjects 

* they have been handling : And that in the whole of their 

* Dijcourfes, they take care to fuit themfelves to the Capa- 

* city of their Hearers, as to Matter, Method and Ex- 

* prefjion, and to the prevailing Sins of the Time andPlace^ 

* with all prudent and zealous Freedom and Plainnefs : As 

* alfo that they make Gofpel Subjefls their main Theme 

* and Study, and prefs with all Earneftnefs the PraSice 

* of moral Duties in a Gofpel Manner : And that they 
^• forbear delivertng any "Ihing in Publick that may tend 

* more to Amufement than Edification ; and beware of 

* bringing into their Sermons and publtck Difcourfes 

* Matters of doubtful Dijputation^ which tend to gender 

* Strife rather than to promote theEdification of Chriilians. 

* AnJ the AJJembly exhort all to fludy to maintain the 

* U/Jtty pf the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 

* A^J finally, the General Affcmbly recommends to all 
f Profefibrs of Divinity, to ufe their be§f Endeavours to 
^ have /y&(?Students under their Care, well acquainted with 

* the true Method cf Preaching the Gofpel, as above di- 

* retted: And that Prefbytencs at their privy Cenfures 
f Pitiiiire concerning the Objervation of this A5l^ 

. . Thus Ui that cxcclknt Act. 

-:- . And 
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And as we are perf waded this Sort $f Preacbitig is 
agreable to the main Defign and Spirit of the Gofpcl ; 
we cannot but apprehend this to be the mofi feafonabU 
Time to recommend it, as the mod likely way of guard- 
ing from all Kinds of Errors and Extreams on the Left 
Hand and Right ; in particular the Socinian^Antinomian^ 
and Arminian -, and of preferving bothTruth and Piety 
with us •, and earneftly wi(h that tbofe great Go/pel 
Truths^ and tiis evangelical Way of Preaching were uni- 
vcrfally encouraged and promoted both byMinifters and 
People. 

And as thcfe are our ferious Sentiments, Refolutions 
and Defires, as to the Doctrines of the Gojpel ; we wou'd 
freely & earneftly invite all other Minijlers, ^ho heartily 
approve them, to unite with us in exprejjing their Appro- 
bation of the fame ^ both Thofe who are in the fame Ap^ 
frehenfton with us in the late Revival and Tboje who are 
not \ together with their Refolutions by 'the Grace of 
God to maintain and promote the faid importantTruths 
and Power of Godlinefs. 

•' .Upon the whole ; as in all that has been faid, we are 
faf from impofing our Sentiments on others, as if we 
intended to exclude them from our Communion or Cha- 
rity ; (owe are equally grieved to find fome endeavour- 
ing to pervert our Defign, as if we aim'd at making 
iiew Creeds or Tefts of Communion, and others fuffer- 
ing themfclvcs to be imposed upon by fuch an Abufe, 
iWiiich we truft they will be delivered from by this De- 
claration. And as we apprehend,thisLand is yet blefe'd 
-v^ith as excellent a Minijlry^ forLearning^Soundnefs and 
Piety in general as any on Earth ; we have Reafon to 
fear there are groumilefs Separations from fome, very 
ofl^enfive to Chrift, diflionoifrabie to his holy Religioa 
and its late Revival among us : And wfe earneftly wi(h 
xhat all of every Party wogld wiih Self-Jealoufy fearch 
their Hearts and Ways, hujmye themfelves, turn to the 
''Lord, and do their utmoft to remove this and every 
Clhcji Scandal. Wc would alfo carneiHy beg the dear 
V / • .... People 
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People of God, to beware of Separation and Alienation 
, from Minivers as if.they were not pious or orthodox mcer- 
ly becaui^.thcy^rc not in the fame Sentiments with us 
in Rcfpc^ to tne Ijitc Reyival, or fee not Light to join 
^ ivith lis in t}^s Declaration ; but exercifeCharity towards 
them, without Prejudice hear tJhera, and bear with their 
diflFerent 'Sentiments about thofe Matters, as every 
Chriftian ougK?, for the Honour of Chrift and his 
Religion, ^nd with Regard to 7«^;& MinifierSj we 
here take Occgnon to declare our fclyes ready to join 
with them irjiany juft Meafurcs 'which piay Jjave a pro- 
bable Tendency to promote the Kingdom of Qod pur 
Sariour. : ^ - 

We conclude with Recommending ^he, following 
Texts of Scripture to thie ferious Confideration both of 
Minifters andT People on this Occafion. 

Heb. y. 23. Let us hold faft the ProfeJftoH af our ,Faitb 
without wavering. / -. 

Rev. iir. 3, '11. Remember there/ore how thou bajl received 
and heardy and hold /i//, and repent : Behold I come juicily J 
Pold thatfaji which thou hajl^ that no Ai^n take thy Crown. 

Col. iii. 12---14. ^''' ^^ Bowels of Mercies y Kindnefs^ Humr 
hlenefs of Mind^ MeeknefSy Long-fuffering ; forbearing one 
lanothery and forgiving one another : If any Man have a ^ar^ 
Tilagainli cny ; even as Christ jfor gave you y fo alfodo ye : 
And above all Things^ put bn Charity ^ which is the Bond of 
PirfeSinefs. 

1 Pet. iii. 8,9. Me ye all of one Mind y having Compajpon 
cue of another y"" Love as Brethren ^ be pitiful y be courteous : 
^ot rendring Evil for Evil, or Railing for Ratling j but cou" 
trariwifty BUJftng. 

Mat. V. 44, 45. Love your Enemies^ hlefs them that curf^ 
yiUy do good to them that hate you, and pray for them that 
defpitefully ufe yon and perjecut} you ;' that you may be tin 
Children of your Father which is in Heaven* 

2 Pet. iii. 17, 18. Ye therefore ^ehuedy feeing ye know 
thefe Things before^ beware left ye utjo being led away with 
the Error of 4he Wicked, fall front youi^'own Stedfaflnefs : 
But grow in Grace and in the Knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Tesus Christ ; 7o Ujm be Ghry both now and 

PaJlor\ 



for every- AmBN, 
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Pajiors of — Churches. 



John White, 

Thomas Prince, 
John Webb, 
John Rogers, Jun. 
Jbfliua' Gee, 
Janies Biyley, 
NktHanitl. Leonard, 
Nathanaer itbgersi 
John Owen, 
WiJJiam Hobby,- 
Jonathan Parker, 
Jedidiah JeweSt, 
John Cotton, 
Phineas Hemenway, 
Daniel Blifs, 
John Porter, 
Jonathan EHis, 
Jofiah Crocker, 
John Rogers, /^r//«J. 
Silvanus Conant, 



firft in Ckcefter. 
South in Bofton. - 
New North in Bojion. 
fecond in Kittery. 
North in Bqfton. 
fecond in ff^eymoutb. 
firft in Plimoutb. 
firft in Ipfwicb. 
lil thGroton Conncdicot 
firft in Reading. 
firft' in Plimpton. 
firft jn RcwleyV 
in Hallifax. 
in ^oHvnJhend. 
firft in Concord. 
fourtii in BridgetOaier. 
fecond in Plimoutb. 
firft in I'aunton. 
fourth in Glocefier. 
firft in Middleborougb. 



We whofe Names are underwritten having j>erufed 
the above Testimony' ; Do heartiJy approve 
and recommend the fame, 

Paftors pf — — - Churches. 

pthniel Campbell, fecond in Plimpton. 

John Shaw, fecond in Bridgewater. 

David Goddard, firft in Liecifler. 

Ivory Hovey, fecond in Rochefter. 

^oRi. i. i6. ForlamnoiaflkimedoftheGofpelofCHKiBrz 
For it is tbi Powet of Goo unto Salvation ta iv$ry ofu that 
itlievith. 
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APPENDIX- 

AS Divines J as well as Teachers in all other Sciences^ 
in order to a more comprehenfive Way of fpeak- 
ing and writing,arc obliged frequently to ufc manykcrmi 
which comprehend fnany Ideas that are commoniy 
known among them ; and as the General Affemblj of 
the Church of Scotland have accordingly made ufe of 
feveral fuch in their Act above-recited : it is at the 
Defire of the Mintfters who bear this Teftimony, that 
for the Information of the Pe9ple in general^ there is 
here added fome Explication of feveral Terms .therein 
cxpreffed ; and this in Order as they lie in the Act, 
as follows — 

(i) ATheifm — From Atbeifli : who deny the Being or Pcr-^ 
^-* feStonsofGoD) or his Creation or Providence. 

(2) Deifm^'-ViomDiifls : who tho^ they believe theDfilTY, 
yet deny the Bibi^e to be given by divine Infpiration. 

(3) Jrianifm—- From Jrius ^n Egyptian : who denied the 
Divine Word and Spirit to be of the fame-Nature, 

, Subftance or Effence with the Father, and v held the 
Divine Son and Spirit to be created Beings. 

(4.) Sodmanljm — From Socinus znltalian : who denied G4>f>'s 
Omnifciency, the Deity of the Son and Holy GnpsT, 
original Sin, Election, the Satisfadion of Christ,, the 
imputation of his Righieoufnefs to our Juftificatiob, the 
Operation of the Holy Spirit in our Regeneration ; and 
■ held that we mud believe nothmg but what oiir fballow and 
depraved Reafon comprehends, &c. 

C5) Arminiantfm — From Arminiur a Dutchman : A Sjrfteok 
Which holds . ' 

I. That the Wjjl of Gop to fave fuch as believe and per/i^ 
vere in Faith and Obedience is ihc whole Decree oV EU£li9m 
to Salvation : that there is one E!e£lion to Faithy another 
to Salvation ; fo that Elcftlon to jfi/lifying Faith may be 
without peremptory Elcftion to Salvation : that the g§cd^ 
Pleafureand Purpofeof God whereof the Scripture m^kf*' 
mention in tbcDoiftrinc of Elccti^^n^doth hat coniift herein,. 
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ihzi God did elect fome certain Men rather than others | 
but in this, that God from among ail pollible Conditions^ 
did chufe as a Condition to Salvation, the yt£f of Faith in it 
felf ignoble, and the imperftlf Obedience of Faith ^ and wai 
gracioufly pleas'd to repute It for perfect Obedience^ and ac» 
Count it worthy of the Reward of eVerlafling Life : That 
peremptory £le<Siion of fingular Perfons is made by Re a* 
fon of forefeen per fevering Faitb^ Repentance^ Saniiity^ and 
Godlinefi : that fonne who were eledled may and do for ever 
perifli : and that in thi)5 Life there is no Fiuit, no Senfe^ 
no Certainty of immutable Election unto Glory* 
tl. That God the Father ordain'd hii Son to the Death 
of the Crofs, Without any cert^^in & determinate Coui;fel of 
faving any particular Man exprefly : That Christ by his 
Satisfadion did not certainly merit for any Man Salvation 
and Faiih ; but only purchafed to his Father a Power or 
plenary Good-Will of treating a new with Mankind, and of 
prefcribing them what new Conditions he plcafed, the Per- 
formance of which Conditions (hould depend on Man^t 
free IVill \ and that therefore it might fall out that either 
no Man or every Man might fulfill them : That the New 
Covenant of Grace which God the Father, by the Me- 
diation of Cnkist's Death, made with Men, doth not 
conflft berdn, viz. that we are juftified before God aid 
hvt^hy Faitbj as it apprehends the Merit of Christ i 
but herein, viz. that the Exa^ion of perfe^ legalObedience 
being abrogated, God reputes Faith iifeif and the imperfect 
Ohidience of Faith for perfe£l Obedience of the Law, and 
gracioufly thinks it Worthy of the Reward of eternal Life ; 
That all Men are received into the State of Reconciliation 
tnd Gi-ace of the Covenant ; fo that no Body (hall be con^ 
demn^d for Original iin^ nfvfip. Refpefl of it be liable to 
Death or Damnation^ but are^ acquitted from the Guile 

. of that Sid : And whereas fome, rather than others, are 
made Partakers of Forgivenefs of Sins and Life eternal ; 
that this Diverfjty depends on their own Free-Will applying 
itfelf to Grace indifferently offered, but not upon the fin* 
gitlar Gift of Mercy e£Fe£lualIy working ift them rather than 
oth^rsy that they may apply this Grace unto themfelVes^ 
lil. That Original Sin is not of itfelf fufficient for the con- 
demning all Mankind, or deferving temporal and eternal 

^ t^uniflirrient : That the If ill of Ms^n intsi9 tiever corrupted, 

hni only encumbered by the Darknefs of the Vnderjlanding 

C and 
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•nd UnruKnefa of the AffiStiom : That an unngimrate Man 
is not properly^ nor Matly dead in iins, nor dcftilute of all 
Strength tending to fpiritual Good } but is able to hunger 
and third af|er Righteoufnefs or everlaiting Life, and to 
oiFi^r the Sacrifice of an humble and contrite Heart, even 
fuch as h acceptable toGoD ; and that a corrupt end natural 
Man can fo rightly ufe the Light of Nature, or thofe Gifts 
vrhich are left in him after the Fall ; that by the good Ufe 
thereof he may attain to faving Grace and by Degrees at 
length"^' Salvation it felf, 
IV. That 'in true Converfton there cannot be infufed by Gop 
any new Q^ialities, Habits or Gifts into the IVilloi Man; 
and fo that Faith by which we are firft converted and from 
which we are ftyled Faithful, is not any Q«,iality or Gift 
infufed by God, but only an A£l of Man : That the Grace 
whereby we are converted to God, is nothing elfe but a 
gentle Inducement performed by fuafory Motives : That no 
Caufe can be alledged why even fuch moral Grace alone 
(hould not o^ natural Men txiAc fpiritual : That God doth 
|iot produce the Confent of our Will otherwife than by Way 
of i^orat Suafibn : That God in regenerating a Man, 
^oth not employ that omnipotent Strength, whereby 
he in2iy powerfully and infallibly bow and bend his Will to 
faith and Converfion : and that in Convtrfimy Grace does 
liot in order of Caufality go before the Adion of the Will j 
i. e. that God doth not effcflually help Man's Will unto 
Converfion before the Will of Man moveth and deternaiin- 
cth or fettlerh It felf thereto. 
y. ThsLt the Per/everance of the Faithful is not an EfFeft of 
Eiedion, or sny Gift of God purchafcd by the Death of 
Christ ; but sl Condition sixths New Covenant^ which is 
io be perforip'd on Min's ifmhy his own Free-will before 
5hls'perj?mptory Eleflioh arttf 'Juftificat4on : That the Rege^ 
perate n\?iy nqt only totally and finally fall from juftlfying 
Faith, as alf > from Grace and Salvation ; but that they dc^ 
frequently falj froni all Thefe and perifh eternally : That 
nd'Ceriai^tyof f amrc Pi r/iveranceczt) he hzdin this Life, 
"Jvithout fpecial Revdation : That theDoflrine main tairiiri^ 
'Jlfarahce of Perfcvcrance and of Salvation, is of its owii 
iJature a foft Pillow forlbe Flefh, and hurtful to Godlipefsj 
|ood Manners, Praying, and Other holy Courfcs ; and cort- 

}V4iiwrre, thut 'tis a very coimmendable Thing to be doubt* 
iil pf r-jch Pcrfevcrancc ; T^at tk( Fgitb gf ihoft who bc^ 
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lievebut for a Seafon, dlfFcrs not from juftifying and fav'mg 
Faith, but only in Rcfpeft of Continuana : That 'tis not 
abfurd that a Man (hould lofe hisfir/i Regtneratim^ and be 
again and again Regenerate ; and thatCHi^isT never prayed 
for Believers infallible Perfeverance. 

This is a Summary of the jfrfpinian Errors dcfcribed, con- 
demned and refuted by the venerable and famous Synod of 
Dort in 1619. as contrary to the Holy Sciiiptures, as 
well as the Do^rint of the Rtformed Churches. 

See j/^a SynodL 
(6) Bourignonifm — From Bourignon a popilh enthufiaftical 
Woman of Flandtrs : — who held that God has madeMan's 
Will independent on Himfelf, that this is Man's principal 
Refemblance to God, and that God is ignorant of future 
Jbumane Actions ; that Chris t had a Rebellion in his Na- 
ture and Will againft the Will of God ; that God cannot 
fave by the Merits of another ; that the Innocent cannot 
fuffer for the Guilty, that our Lord's Body could not 
(ufier for the great -Crimes of fo many Pcrfons ; that 'tis a 
FaKhood to think Christ fully fatisjlied for us, and an Er- 
ror to expe£l Salvation fully from his Merits ; thatCHRisT 
fubjeiSling Him&irto Sufferings and becoming obedient unto 
Death, was not the Price of our Redemption, but to give 
us an Example of Meeknels and Patience under ourTrials ; 
that a meritorious Addition of our Repentance, Mortifica- 
tion and good Works, isneceiTary to purchafe ourSalvation ; 
that the Doftrine of the Trinity is an Error ; that there 
is no vindictive Juftice in the divine Nature ; that Prayer 
and hearing Sermons are needlefs to Salvation ; that God 
has no eternal Decrees ; that Man may be in a graciousStat€ 
^nd yet apoftatize and peri&& and that her Writings are 
given by divine InfpirationjP|nd are new holy Scriptures, 
And yet with all thefe horrible Errors (he profefs*d to believe 
the Bible. ' See S&^iw/W'sRatidSacra. 

(7) P^pi^^y — «• ^- "-the Tepijb Religion^ held and enjoined 
hy i\)ic Pope of Rome ; comprehending the Worfl^p of 
Angels, departed Saints, Relicks, Images and CrofTes ; the 
Dodlrine of Juftification. by , Works ; of Saints dcferying of 
God,for themfelves and others,^by giving or doing more than 
he commands them, called Worlts of Supererogation ; asalfo 
Tranfubftsyntiation, Purgatory; Prayers for the Dead,and 
Prayers io*W unknown Tongue Ut : denying the Bible 
jQ be the only Rule of Faiibi Life awd Worjlii'p \ and deny- 



( 20 ; 

;:jp; the Laity the Lihcrty to read the Bible, and of 
judging for Thcmfelvcs in Matters of Religion : main- 
taining that the P:pg is Head and lord of the univerfal 
Church, and hs-? the Power of appointing what de(;{aftA 
Mninrs (hall be pray 'J to &c ; that there is no other Qi'urch 
or iViinillcrs of Christ but theirs on Earth; that tbslr 
C'-ir^y have the Power of forgiving the Sins of the Living, 
and of praying the Soub of the Dead out of Purgatory j 
'that they have aHl) the Power over the Faith, Worlhip and 
Confdences of all Men, and to pcrfecute all who feparatc 
fiom them or difown their religious Pradliccs or Doctrines ; 
l!iit they may do any Thing to promote their Reh'gion ; 
n!\i that they ben 't oblin'd to keep any Faith with Pro- 
iv'iants, or any otb.crs whom they call Hereticks &c. 

(:*^ S -'pjrjTition — is the adJing any thing to religious Worfhip 
v.'hich God docs not rcq«]iie. 

('; ; Ant'nmnianifm-' See the marginal Ndte in Page ^. 



O rreilicns. 
i*/ge 6, ir. the Margin, Read -— Manlchees. 

7, Line 4 ironi theBottom,Read— - fhould be fulfilled. 



ro he Re-pr:f:tcd by SUBSCRIPTION, 

'iri/E Jb'DGMi-NT of the renowned Synod of DoRT in 
Mom. AND : i'iffipufcl of Divines from thi Ref armed 
Churches ifi Kuicin'j . in 1619 ; concerning the five Points 
ccntrcvertcd hci-.u.-iU r/^Clvinills and Arminians. Tranjkud 
into i]£;<;lif!i, av^ [:7it,i,d u London in the fame Tear* 

CmtfiiKtu^ u':oi.! f^ve ^h^h'l" 'and will be if. new Tenor: 
yfW thofc v'l fiflll r.'l^i fo. fix, zviil have a jeventh gratis. 

SnUhipiio'i^ are tni^ti in /jKhecland ^ Green in^ueenjlnft^ 
and], W \uwt III L' tit '^njl feet ^ Boston. 
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